






CARBAPENEM INITIATION & 72 HOURS REVIEW
FORM

Empirical Carbapenem
will be supplied only for

4 DAYS by default .
 

Carbapenem supply on
day 4 will resume upon

the 'Carbapenem
Review Form at 72

Hours' being filled and
the drug is reordered.

Carbapenem Forms in eHIS

Flowchart for Carbapenem SupplyPurpose: Encourage doctors
to assess Carbapenem
continuation based on

patient’s clinical status and
microbiology culture results.

Prepared by AMS Team HSgBuloh
Based on Hospital Sg Buloh Antimicrobial Policy 



 

FLOWCHART FOR CARBAPENEM SUPPLY FOR ADULT PATIENT IN HSgB 

Prepared by:  
In-Patient Pharmacy, AMS Team & ICU Team 

Approved : July 2019 
Revievwed: Sept 2023 

START

Doctor order & Specialist authorize Carbapenem in eHIS 
(default duration: 4 days) 

*if Definitive, Dr may manually change the default duration to planned duration

Doctor fills up ‘Carbapenem Initiation’ section in the 
‘Carbapenem Order Form’ in eHIS 

*If specialist is not available, MO or HO may fill the form and write the name of the 

prescribing specialist/consultant 

In-patient Pharmacy (IPD) screen Carbapenem prescription and 

Carbapenem Order Form in eHIS

Carbapenem Form Filled? 

IPD Call Dr to remind to fill up the form.  

If still not filled by fill-list printing time, assume CBP is 
ordered as Empirical 

** Ward pharmacists to assist IPD in reminding the Dr

Determine Indication 

 of CBP based on CBP Form 
(Empirical/Definitive) 

EMPIRICAL THERAPY: 

IPD amend duration to 4 days (if CBP is ordered > 4 days), 
verify & supply Carbapenem 

* amend duration to 5 days if the rx started on Wednesday

DEFINITIVE THERAPY: 

IPD verify CBP till it reaches full supply 
*ensure CBP order matches with the

planned duration

Specialist review  

& decide on continuation 

of Carbapenem 

Doctor to fill ‘Carbapenem 72H Review 

Form’ in eHIS  

& re-order Carbapenem in eHIS 

** Ward pharmacists to assist IPD in reminding 
the Dr 

Amend duration to 3 days to complete 7 

days of treatment

Reason continuation? 

END 

*If Carbapenem is 
planned to be 
continued but 

NO review OR 

NO new order OR 
Carbapenem 

Review Form NOT 
filled, 

Carbapenem will 
NOT be supplied 

IPD to call Dr to 
remind to fill up the 
form if review form 

was not filled.  If still 
not fill, do NOT supply 

CBP. 

NO 

YES 

Empirical 

Definitive 
AFTER 72 HOURS 

DISCONTINUE 

CONTINUE >72H 

IPD screen new CBP prescription and 

Carbapenem 72H Review Form filled

Empirical 

Definitive 



STEP TO FILL 
CARBAPENEM INITIATION & 72 HOUR REVIEW FORM 

UPON INITIATION OF CARBAPENEM 

1. Go to ‘Clinical Notes’ tab & choose ‘Carbapenem Order Form’

2. The form has 2 sections:
i. Carbapenem Initiation

ii. Carbapenem Review at 72

3. Carbapenem Initiation Form - This form needs to be filled during initiation of Carbapenem, before

Carbapenem is prescribed in eHIS.

1

2

Name & discipline of the specialist or consultant who planned for the 
Carbapenem 

If specialist not available, MO or HO can fill the form and write the name of the 
prescribing specialist / consultant 

Which Carbapenem was planned to start 

Indication or infection that the Carbapenem was intended for 

Indication category  
Empirical – if culture results not available / pathogen not been identified 

Definitive - if pathogen has been identified 

Infection was acquired from community or hospital? 

Type or site of infection.  
If unavailable in the drop-down menu, please write the infection being treated 

in the box below 



FOR EMPIRICAL THERAPY 

• Carbapenem will be supplied for a maximum of 4
days.

• Carbapenem 72H Review Form is required for
Pharmacy to resume the supply.

FOR DEFINITIVE THERAPY 

• Carbapenem will be supplied till it reaches full supply
based on prescription duration.

• If Carbapenem was reordered for the same
treatment course of infection (e.g: changed dose or
frequency, expired prescription), Carbapenem Form
does not need to be refilled.

AFTER 72 HOURS 

4. Specialist need to review & decide on continuation of Carbapenem.

5. If Carbapenem is planned to be continued, Carbapenem 72 H Review Form need to be filled.

6. If the 72 Hours Review Form is NOT filled, Pharmacy will NOT resume supply of Carbapenem after day 4.

Which Carbapenem was planned to continue 

Name & discipline of the specialist or consultant who planned for the 
Carbapenem 

If specialist not available, MO or HO can fill the form and write the name of the 

prescribing specialist / consultant 

Preliminary culture result shows gram stain 
e.g: GNR in blood 

Please write the findings in the comment box 

PLEASE choose ONE reason why Carbapenem was continued 

Culture result shows no growth, however Carbapenem 
cannot be deescalated 

Please further explain the reason in the comment box 

Culture result shows pathogen is sensitive to other 
antibiotics, however cannot be deescalated 

e.g: Burkholderia pseudomallei in severe & complicated cases
ESCAPPM (Enterobacter cloacae / Citrobacter freundii)

Culture result shows pathogen is sensitive Carbapenem only 
e.g: ESBL E. coli 

ESBL Klebsiella pneumoniae 

Prepared by Pharmacy Dept HSgB 
May 2022 



Drug Remark Template during Verifying Stage
NEWLY INITIATED CARBAPENEM THERAPY:

 If CBP Initiation Form filled:
 IF EMPIRICAL: CBP Initiation Form filled, indication is empirical. To supply for 4 days only [until date (D4)].

 IF DEFINITIVE: CBP Initiation Form filled, indication is definitive. To supply till it reaches full supply following planned duration.

 If CBP Form NOT filled (by print fill-list time ~ 11.30am & 3.30pm [applicable to ED Night shift print fill-list time] ): 
Please call Dr to remind!!

 CBP Initiation Form NOT filled thus indication is assumed to be empirical. To supply for 4 days only [until date (D4)].

3

CARBAPENEM REORDER AT 72 HOURS:

 If CBP Review at 72 hr Form filled:

 REASON NO 1 or 2 (continue as empirical): CBP 72 Hr Review Form filled, indication is empirical. To complete planned duration of 
therapy. 

    Please inform the ward pharmacist/ AMS team if total duration exceed 7 days !!

 REASON NO 3 or 4 (continue as definitive): CBP 72 Hr Review Form filled, indication is definitive [diagnosis (e.g: ESBL infection, 
Melioidosis)]. To complete planned duration of therapy.

 If CBP Form NOT filled:
         Please call Dr to remind. Do not supply until CBP Review at 72 hr Form is filled!

** If CBP was reordered due to change of dose/frequency, copy the drug 
remark in the previous order
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